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Department of Agriculture on the ob-
jection. 

(d) Use of other administrative review 
processes. Where the Forest Service is a 
participant in a multi-Federal agency 
effort that would otherwise be subject 
to objection under this subpart, the re-
viewing officer may waive the objec-
tion procedures of this subpart and in-
stead adopt the administrative review 
procedure of another participating 
Federal agency. As a condition of such 
a waiver, the responsible official for 
the Forest Service must have agree-
ment with the responsible official of 
the other agency or agencies that a 
joint agency response will be provided 
to those who file for administrative re-
view of the multi-agency effort. 

(e) Compliance with the Paperwork Re-
duction Act. The information collection 
requirements associated with submit-
ting an objection have been approved 
by the Office of Management and Budg-
et and assigned control number 0596– 
0158. 

§ 219.14 Effective dates and transition. 
(a) Effective dates. A plan, plan 

amendment, or plan revision is effec-
tive 30 days after publication of notice 
of its approval (§ 219.9(b)), except when 
a plan amendment is approved contem-
poraneously with a project or activity 
and applies only to the project or ac-
tivity, in a way that 36 CFR part 215 or 
part 218, subpart A, apply. 

(b) Transition. For the purposes of 
this section, initiation means that the 
Agency has provided notice under 
§ 219.9(b) or issued a notice of intent or 
other public notice announcing the 
commencement of the process to de-
velop a plan, plan amendment, or plan 
revision. 

(1) Plan development and plan revi-
sions. Plan development and plan revi-
sions initiated after April 21, 2008 must 
conform to the requirements of this 
subpart, except that the plan for the 
Tongass National Forest may be re-
vised once under this subpart or the 
planning regulations in effect before 
November 9, 2000. 

(2) Plan Amendments. With respect to 
plans approved or revised pursuant to 
the planning regulation in effect before 
November 9, 2000, (see 36 CFR parts 200 
to 299, Revised as of July 1, 2000), a 3- 

year transition period for plan amend-
ments begins on April 21, 2008. During 
the transition period, plan amend-
ments may continue using the provi-
sions of the planning regulation in ef-
fect before November 9, 2000, or may 
conform to the requirements of this 
subpart. If the responsible official uses 
the provisions of the prior planning 
regulations, the responsible official 
may elect to use either the objection 
procedures of this subpart or the op-
tional appeal procedures available dur-
ing the planning rule transition period. 
The optional appeal procedures avail-
able during the planning rule transi-
tion period are published at 54 FR 3357 
(January 23, 1989), as amended at 54 FR 
13807 (April 5, 1989); 54 FR 34509 (August 
21, 1989); 55 FR 7895 (March 6, 1990); 56 
FR 4918 (February 6, 1991); 56 FR 46550 
(September 13, 1991); and 58 FR 58915 
(November 4, 1993). Plan amendments 
initiated after the transition period 
must conform to the requirements of 
this subpart. 

(3) Plan development, plan amend-
ments, or plan revisions underway before 
this rule. (i) For plan development, plan 
amendments, or plan revisions that 
had been underway before April 21, 
2008, using the provisions of the plan-
ning regulations in effect before No-
vember 9, 2000 (See 36 CFR parts 200 to 
299, Revised as of July 1, 2000) the re-
sponsible official is not required to 
halt the process and start over but may 
complete those processes in conform-
ance of the provisions of those regula-
tions or in conformance to the require-
ments of this subpart. 

(ii) For plan development plan 
amendment, or plan revisions that had 
been underway before April 21, 2008 
using the provisions of the planning 
regulations in effect January 5, 2005 
(See 36 CFR parts 200 to 299, Revised as 
of July 1, 2005) the responsible official 
is not required to start over under this 
subpart upon a finding that the plan, 
plan amendment, or plan revision proc-
ess undertaken before April 21, 2008 
conforms to the requirements of this 
subpart. 

(iii) Except when a plan amendment 
is approved contemporaneously with a 
project or activity and applies only to 
that project or activity (in a way that 
36 CFR part 215 or part 218, subpart A 
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apply), the responsible official may 
elect to use either the objection proce-
dures of this subpart or the optional 
appeal procedures available during the 
planning rule transition period. The 
optional appeal procedures available 
during the planning rule transition pe-
riod are published at 54 FR 3357 (Janu-
ary 23, 1989), as amended at 54 FR 13807 
(April 5, 1989); 54 FR 34509 (August 21, 
1989); 55 FR 7895 (March 6, 1990); 56 FR 
4918 (February 6, 1991); 56 FR 46550 (Sep-
tember 13, 1991); and 58 FR 58915 (No-
vember 4, 1993). 

(4) Plans developed, amended, or revised 
using the provisions of the planning rule 
in effect prior to November 9, 2000. For 
units with plans developed, amended, 
or revised using the provisions of the 
planning rule in effect prior to Novem-
ber 9, 2000 (See 36 CFR parts 200 to 299, 
Revised as of July 1, 2000), that rule is 
without effect. No obligations remain 
from that regulation, except those that 
are those specifically in the plan. 

[73 FR 21505, Apr. 21, 2008, as amended at 73 
FR 80300, Dec. 31, 2008] 

§ 219.15 Severability. 
In the event that any specific provi-

sion of this rule is deemed by a court 
to be invalid, the remaining provisions 
shall remain in effect. 

§ 219.16 Definitions. 
Definitions of the special terms used 

in this subpart are set out in alphabet-
ical order. 

Adaptive management: A system of 
management practices based on clearly 
identified outcomes and monitoring to 
determine if management actions are 
meeting desired outcomes, and if not, 
to facilitate management changes that 
will best ensure that outcomes are met 
or re-evaluated. Adaptive management 
stems from the recognition that knowl-
edge about natural resource systems is 
sometimes uncertain. 

Alaska Native Corporations: The re-
gional, urban, and village native cor-
porations formed under the Alaska Na-
tive Claims Settlement Act of 1971. 

Area of analysis: The geographic area 
within which ecosystems, their compo-
nents, or their processes are evaluated 
during analysis and development of one 
or more plans, plan revisions, or plan 
amendments. This area may vary in 

size depending on the relevant planning 
issue. For a plan, an area of analysis 
may be larger than a plan area. For de-
velopment of a plan amendment, an 
area of analysis may be smaller than 
the plan area. An area of analysis may 
include multiple ownerships. 

Diversity of plant and animal commu-
nities: The distribution and relative 
abundance or extent of plant and ani-
mal communities and their component 
species, including tree species, occur-
ring within an area. 

Ecological conditions: Components of 
the biological and physical environ-
ment that can affect diversity of plant 
and animal communities and the pro-
ductive capacity of ecological systems. 
These components could include the 
abundance and distribution of aquatic 
and terrestrial habitats, roads and 
other structural developments, human 
uses, and invasive, exotic species. 

Ecosystem diversity: The variety and 
relative extent of ecosystem types, in-
cluding their composition, structure, 
and processes within all or a part of an 
area of analysis. 

Environmental management system: 
The part of the overall management 
system that includes organizational 
structure, planning activities, respon-
sibilities, practices, procedures, proc-
esses, and resources for developing, im-
plementing, achieving, reviewing, and 
maintaining environmental policy. 

Federally recognized Indian Tribe: An 
Indian or Alaska Native Tribe, band, 
nation, pueblo, village, or community 
that the Secretary of the Interior ac-
knowledges to exist as an Indian Tribe 
pursuant to the Federally Recognized 
Indian Tribe List Act of 1994, 25 U.S.C. 
479a. 

Forest land: Land at least 10 percent 
occupied by forest trees of any size or 
formerly having had such tree cover 
and not currently developed for non- 
forest uses. Lands developed for non- 
forest use include areas for crops; im-
proved pasture; residential or adminis-
trative areas; improved roads of any 
width and adjoining road clearing; and 
power line clearings of any width. 

ISO 14001: A consensus standard de-
veloped by the International Organiza-
tion for Standardization and adopted 
by the American National Standards 
Institute that describes environmental 
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